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coming forward with a real plan to
solve our energy problems, they are
preparing to recreate the energy crisis
of the late 1970s. Are the American peo-
ple really ready for long lines, ration-
ing, and higher prices?

The policies of the 1970s should have
been a wake-up call for us. But instead
of instituting a plan for American en-
ergy independence back then, we just
kicked that can a little further down
the road.

So today, my GOP colleagues and I
will unveil a multi-tiered plan that fo-
cuses on innovative ways to create new
American sources of power through
conservation exploration and cutting-
edge technologies. We will act to fill
the need.

——————

PASS EMBRYONIC STEM CELL
RESEARCH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, there are
many issues that face America that are
of great importance, from the Iraq War
to global warming. These global issues
must be dealt with, but we have lacked
the leadership in this administration
to make the world proud of America
and see us as a leader on such issues.

On Wednesday, this House will vote
on an embryonic stem cell research bill
sent from the Senate which the Presi-
dent has threatened to veto. I don’t
think there is a more important bill
that this House could pass and send to
the President and for the President to
sign than embryonic stem cell re-
search.

Mr. Speaker, if you or anybody in
your family has Parkinson’s disease,
Alzheimer’s disease, spinal cord injury,
cancer, stroke, burns, heart disease, di-
abetes, osteoarthritis or rheumatoid
arthritis, you could have relief and pos-
sibly a cure for that illness because of
embryonic stem cell research. America
could reestablish itself as a country
that has the best scientific research
and provides the world with hope for
cures for these catastrophic illnesses.

Last night in the Republican debate,
one of the candidates said we need to
find a cure for cancer. He’s right, and
the way to do it is through embryonic
stem cell research. I urge this House to
pass the bill, and I urge the President
to have the courage to do the right
thing and be pro-life and extend life for
people on this planet.

———
BODY ARMOR FOR TROOPS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee will examine the issue
of body armor for our troops in com-
bat. Fortunately, before going into re-
cess for Memorial Day, Congress passed
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a critical war funding bill that will
allow the military to purchase body
armor and other equipment for our
men and women in uniform.

I was grateful to visit with our troops
during the break in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Everywhere we went, the troops
thanked us for passing the legislation
to provide for their being fully
equipped.

Our soldiers are fighting the terror-
ists overseas so we do not have to face
them again in the streets of America.
We are protecting American families in
stopping al Qaeda’s threat to our Na-
tion.

On the 63rd anniversary of D-day, we
appreciate the new greatest genera-
tion. I am pleased Congress passed and
President Bush signed a bill that will
provide our military with the tools it
needs without handcuffing our com-
manders on the battlefield.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

———

PAY DISCRIMINATION MUST BE
CORRECTED

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I voice my
deep disappointment with the recent
Supreme Court decision in Ledbetter v.
Goodyear Tires.

Women, on average, are paid less
than their male counterparts. For
women of color, the pay is much less.
Unless you can look me in the eye and
say that women are less intelligent,
less capable than their male counter-
parts in the same fields, the most glar-
ing explanation for this discrepancy is
discrimination.

We have made great strides in work-
ing to equalize wages for all Americans
regardless of gender, race or age. But
the decision last week to limit a work-
er’s available recourse in the face of
discrimination is a setback to all of
our civil rights, and reminds us of how
far we still have to go.

Now we must mobilize. To fix this
disparity, we must move forward and
correct the law so this misinterpreta-
tion will never occur again. I urge my
colleagues to support a legislative rem-
edy to preserve a worker’s right to be
compensated for discrimination.

——
ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, during
my career as a heart surgeon, I saw too
many patients who were trapped in a
paper-based system that leads to dupli-
cative tests and avoidable medical er-
rors.

Despite the advancement of innova-
tive health information technology,
America’s health care system remains
trapped in the 20th century. The need
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for health IT became even more appar-
ent during Hurricanes Katrina and
Rita, when I saw displaced patients
present themselves in makeshift clin-
ics with little or no medical history to
guide their health providers.

To date, only 24 percent of Louisiana
physicians have converted their offices
to electronic health records because
many are unwilling or unable to handle
the cost.

I will soon introduce a bill to create
a demonstration project through the
Department of Health and Human
Services to provide financial incentives
to providers and health information ex-
change networks to encourage the
adoption and use of interactive per-
sonal health records.

Health IT will greatly improve the
quality of information and care that
patients receive, but Congress should
do more to encourage physicians to
transfer to a paperless system.

——————

PAY EQUALITY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to voice my strong disapproval of the
Supreme Court’s decision last week
that effectively endorsed pay discrimi-
nation against women.

Pay equity is a problem for women
around the country, but especially for
women of color, women who look like
me. On average, African American
women earn only 64 cents for every dol-
lar and Latinas earn only 52 cents on
the dollar compared to their white
male counterparts.

We need to protect the rights of
workers, to remedy wage discrimina-
tion, and do more to close the pay gap
between men and women. That is why
I cosponsored the Paycheck Fairness
Act, which would give teeth to the
Equal Pay Act. The Paycheck Fairness
Act would entitle the plaintiffs to
backpay, compensatory, and punitive
damages for ‘‘intentional” wage dis-
crimination.

Without serious penalties for wage
discrimination, violations will con-
tinue and working men and women and
their families will suffer.

We can and must fix the Equal Pay
Act so workers all around can be fairly
compensated for wage discrimination,
and we must pass the Paycheck Fair-
ness Act to close the wage gap.

——
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SAMEH KHOUZAM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on behalf of Mr. Sameh Khouzam. In
1998, Mr. Khouzam fled Egypt to the
United States to escape persecution
and torture at the hands of the Egyp-
tian officials. Mr. Khouzam currently



H6014

works in my district and by all ac-
counts is an upstanding, contributing
member of the community.

In 2004, our courts gave him protec-
tion because they believed, ‘‘it is more
likely than not” that he would be tor-
tured should he return to Egypt. Even
our State Department reports outline
extensive torture in Egypt. Having per-
sonally heard stories of individuals
who have suffered torture by Egyptian
authorities, I firmly believe that the
court has been right to prevent his de-
portation.

U.S. officials are now prepared to ig-
nore the court’s decision and deport
Khouzam based on nothing more than
“‘assurances’ of no torture from known
torturers.

Mr. Speaker, a former CIA officer
stated this week on an Australian news
program that sending someone like
Khouzam back to Egypt is ‘‘tanta-
mount to condemning them to death.”

Our government has the ability to
prevent his torture. Do not deport Mr.
Khouzam.

———

CAPITOL HILL OCEANS WEEK

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in recognition of Capitol Hill Oceans
Week. The President has declared June
as Oceans Month, and this Friday will
be an international celebration of
Oceans Day.

Why do we need to pay attention to
the oceans? Well, the oceans are dying,
and the earth is dependent upon them.
We are dumping everything we don’t
want into the ocean and extracting
every living thing we can to eat.

We’ve created commissions by Con-
gress and by private trust of the best
talent in America to advise Congress
on what we should do, and they rec-
ommended national ocean governance
policies, new policies that can be
adopted by this Congress.

I've introduced that bill, H.R. 21, and
as National Oceans Week, Day and
Month, I'd like to ask all my col-
leagues to seriously consider cospon-
soring H.R. 21. It provides solutions to
the problems of the earth.

———
MARKING THE ANNIVERSARY OF
D-DAY
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker,
today, June 6, marks the anniversary
of D-day, the invasion of Normandy. It
marks one of the most selfless acts of
humanitarian love known in the his-
tory of mankind. It exemplifies a Na-
tion’s willingness to lay down our lives
and to expend our treasure to free a
people from brutal oppressors.

Today, Mr. Speaker, America re-
mains the greatest Nation on earth,
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and we have our American soldiers to
thank for securing our safety, for se-
curing our freedom.

To those who marched to a near cer-
tain death that morning on a French
sandy shoreline, we pay you tribute.
We can never repay the price that you
paid for our freedom, but we will never
forget that cost that you paid.

There is no greater love than this but
that we lay down our lives for our
friends.

———

GITMO

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, on Monday, military judges dis-
missed the cases against the only two
men to have been charged with a crime
still being held at Guantanamo Bay.
This legal impasse creates an impera-
tive for Congress to address the legal
black hole that we have created at
Guantanamo.

There have been almost 800 people
sent to Guantanamo. There are 385 left;
and, of those 385, only 80 will be
charged and tried with a crime. Now,
that means that 90 percent will not
even be charged and tried, but it will
take more than a decade even to try
those 80 people, given the island’s re-
mote location. In fact, there’s only one
courtroom there.

Mr. Speaker, every day that we keep
Guantanamo open, we damage our
credibility and we lose ground in the
global war on terror. Congress has an
opportunity to change this wrong-
headed policy, and we can do so by
shutting the facility down and trans-
ferring the detainees to the U.S. mili-
tary brig system. There they will still
be under lock and key but also have
the right to a fair and speedy trial.

The United States is a country that
should stand for justice and be gov-
erned by the rule of law. Our policy
should reflect our values. Guantanamo
does not.

———

STEM CELL RESEARCH
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2007

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to support the Stem Cell Re-
search Enhancement Act of 2007.

Stem cell research has the capability
to cure our most common and perva-
sive diseases and conditions. From Alz-
heimer’s to Parkinson’s disease, cancer
to juvenile diabetes, the potential of
stem cell research presents one of hu-
manity’s greatest leaps toward the ul-
timate goal of preserving, prolonging
and improving life.

As a member of the Florida State
Senate for 10 years, leading efforts to
utilize and fund embryonic stem cell
research was not just a priority of
mine, it was a mission.
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A large part of my passion and drive
toward funding stem cell research is
driven by people like Adam Susser, a
young boy from the town I reside in,
Boca Raton. Adam was asphyxiated at
birth and, as a result, is cortically
blind with quadriplegic cerebral palsy.

It is driven by Matthew Romer, a
young boy in south Florida who died
from a fatal genetic disease, despite
both parents being told they did not
carry the gene.

Both Adam and Matthew suffer from
illnesses that stem cell research could
find cures for.

Today, I encourage my friends in
Congress to support the Stem Cell Re-
search Enhancement Act. The passage
of this Act is vitally important to the
millions of Americans who suffer today
from incurable disease and to the mil-
lions of Americans who will suffer from
incurable diseases in the future.

————

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS ACT

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, according to
the National Committee on Pay Eq-
uity, working women stand to lose
$250,000 over the course of their careers
because of unequal pay practices.
While women’s wages and educational
achievements have been rising, there’s
still a sizeable gender wage gap. This is
a national disgrace.

Unfortunately, last week’s Supreme
Court decision, Ledbetter v. Goodyear,
does little to achieve fairness for
American workers. In a narrow 54 de-
cision, the Supreme Court threw out
the case, not just because she wasn’t
being discriminated against but be-
cause she filed her claim too late.

This interpretation, which has been
rejected by eight Federal appeals
courts and the EEOC, fails to realize
that employees are discriminated
against every time they receive a dis-
criminatory paycheck.

Congress needs to step in and stand
up for ordinary people without delay.
We should move quickly to pass Con-
gresswoman DELAURO’s Paycheck Pro-
tection Act that would provide rem-
edies to women facing pay discrimina-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t want to live in
an America where my daughter earns
less than my son for doing the same
job.

e —

U.S. ATTORNEYS

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, the
Supreme Court, the judicial branch of
our government, has ruled that the
President of the United States is not
above the law, even during time of war.

The Attorney General’s office within
the executive branch of government is
undermining the entire judicial sys-
tem. Over 400 U.S. attorneys have been
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